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Independence Day Celebrations 2026

80th Independence Day Celebrations at Modern College

Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerce (Autonomous),
Shivajinagar, Pune-5 proudly celebrated the 80th Independence Day of India with patriotic fervour and
enthusiasm.

The Flag Hoisting was done at the august hands of Principal Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam and the
ceremony was graced by Chief Guest Naik Sandeep Baban Indalkar, Veteran Soldier of the Indian Armed
Forces and Kargil War Hero.

The ceremony was attended by teaching and non-teaching staff, NSS and NCC volunteers, and students.
The ceremony featured soulful presentations of Vande Mataram, Maharashtra Rajya Geet, and the National
Anthem, adding a strong sense of patriotism and pride to the celebrations. A proud celebration of our
nation, our heroes and the spirit of patriotism! Jai Hind!
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Honouring Sporting Excellence Inspiring a Brighter Future in Sports

Pune: The Annual Sports Prize Distribution Ceremony organised by Progressive Education Society’s
Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5 was held with great
enthusiasm and fervour.

Hon’ble Shri Murlidhar (Anna) Mohol graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and felicitated meritorious
sportspersons  for  their outstanding achievements across various sporting  disciplines.
Addressing the gathering, Hon'ble Shri Murlidhar Mohol appreciated the hard work, determination,
discipline, achievements and success of the students in the field of sports. He highlighted the positive
transformation witnessed in Indian sports in recent years under the leadership of Prime Minister Hon'ble
Shri Narendra Modi. He noted that initiatives such as Khelo India are creating opportunities for talented
athletes from rural areas to national and international platforms.

He also emphasised the importance of providing athletes in Maharashtra with modern training facilities
and  support  systems, including  Sports Science,  Nutrition = and  Physiotherapy.
Highlighting Pune’s strong and inseparable connection with sports, Shri Murlidhar Mohol spoke about
Maharashtra’s glorious legacy in traditional sports such as Wrestling, Kabaddi and Kho-Kho. Pratik
Waikar, Captain of the Indian Kho-Kho World Cup-winning team, was specially felicitated for his
remarkable achievement. Interacting with the students, Pratik Waikar delivered an inspiring message,
emphasising that hard work, consistency, discipline and determination are the keys to success.
Shri Shrinath Bhimale, Chairman of the Standing Committee and a proud alumnus of Modern College,
was also specially felicitated on the occasion.

The programme was organised under the able guidance of Hon’ble Prof. Dr. Gajanan Ekbote, Chairman,
Progressive Education Society.

The programme commenced with an invocation presented by Mrs. Swati Patwardhan. Principal Prof. Dr.
Nivedita Ekbote welcomed the guests and presented the introductory remarks. Prof. Shamkant Deshmukh,
Secretary, Progressive Education Society, delivered valuable guidance. Prof. Dr. Jyotsna Ekbote, Joint
Secretary, Progressive Education Society, spoke about the institution’s glorious legacy and its significant
contribution to the fields of education and sports.

MLA Hon'ble Shri Siddharth Shirole appreciated the college’s consistent progress and encouraged
students to excel in sports alongside academics. Pune Mayor Hon'ble Mrs. Manjushatai Nagpure advised
students to reduce unnecessary mobile and screen usage and devote greater attention to studies, sports and
overall personality development.

The programme was effectively compered by Dr. Vaijayanti Jadhav and Dr. Vikram Phale, whose
insightful and energetic presentation added vibrancy to the event. Mr. Deepak Dipak Kute announced the
names of the meritorious sportspersons receiving awards. Prof. Dr. Vijay Gaikwad, Chairman, Modern
College Gymkhana Committee, was also present.

Corporators from Ward No. 12, Shivajinagar Mrs. Amrutatai Mhetre, Mrs. Pooja Tai Jagde and Shri
Apurvadada Khade were also present.

The ceremony was attended by office bearers of the Society, the Principal, faculty members, coaches,
students, meritorious sportspersons and staff.

The felicitation of our talented sportspersons has given them renewed energy and motivation to achieve
greater heights. The ceremony truly strengthened the vision of “Personality Development through Sports
and Nation Building through Sports.”

Congratulations to all the award-winning sportspersons
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) activity

Progressive Education Society’s

@
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) organized

WOMEN’S HEALTH
AWARENESS PROGRAM

__in collaboration with _

s
Periofree

Period care simplified

for all JR, UG and PG Girls Students
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o VENUE: SWARSAMRADNY LATA MANGESHKAR AUDITORIUM

We are also expecting an audience of All ladies teaching and non-teaching staff of our college.

Dr. Vaishali S. Waman Dr. Shubhangi Puranik Prof. Dr. Nivedita G. Ekbote
Co-ordinator Vice Principal (PG) Principal

. -
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) activity

P. E. Society’s Modern College Of Arts, Commerce And Science, Shivajinagar, Pune-05
In Collaboration With
Periofree

Womens’s Health Awareness Program

Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar , Pune in
collaboration with Periofree, organized the “Women’s Health Awareness Program” on
Tuesday 4™ August 2026 for all ladies teaching, non-teaching staff and also all JR,UG and
PG girls students at GS Lata Mangeshkar Sabhagriha in Modern College from 12:00 noon to
02:00pm. The program were preceded by a formal inauguration in presence of dignitaries ,
P. E. Society’s Modern College, Shivajinagar authorities Dr. Nivedita Ekbote, Principal,
Dr. Shubhangi Puranik , Vice Principal — PG Section and Dr. Vaishali Waman , Co-ordinator.
After the welcome , the dignitaries on the dais were felicitated. This was followed by the
felicitations of guests Dr. Namrata Sitaram Shinde and Dr. Madhavi Vitthal Daundkar.

Dr. Namrata informed the audience about the women’s health. Respected Dr. Ekbote Ma’'m
spoke about the facilities that Modern College offers to girls students with a nurturing
attitude in order to provide a safe and secure environment for girls.

115 students attended the program , showcasing their awareness about their health. All the

participants enthusiastically participated in this program and were very happy and satisfied

for having this conversation with guests . All the participants gave positive and affirmative
feedback.
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) activity

Progressive Eductinn Society's
y 1 MODERN COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE

AND COMMERCE (Autonomous)
SHIVAJINAGAR, PUNE 411005

NOZ oS PHNOS
Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) organized Guest Lecture on

‘LIC Agency: A Good Profession’

for all UG and PG Students on
Tuesday, 18™ August 2026 at 12.00 noon
Venue: Swarsamradny Lata Mangeshkar Auditorium

“LIC Agency: The “Wow! Benefits flvailable!
Right Place to Explore” 3

WNENL
Housing Loan & . = O Spuuse&{:hiidren
0 Max 60 lakhs “ 0.6) " 0

° ” o d! =
O&Whealer Loan @\;\ U Q@‘_f‘.’ ngraEtLl'éighs 5

-

6 Life Long \ ’ﬂ
2 Commission A Q \ i LIC’s Clubs Hierarchy

=4 ﬁ * Elite Club (4 Stages)
Parameters to Join [ 4 & “ | « Corporate Club

: % * Galaxy Club
(D Male/Female « Chairman's Club
i = Zonal Managers Club

= Divisional Manager's Club

+ Branch Manager's Club
« Distinguished Agents Club
= Top Of The Table

* Court Of The Table

= Million Dollar Round Table

9 Part/Full-Time
@ No nomper Time

Knowledge Tree

Dr. Vaishali §. Waman Dr. Shubhangi Puranik  Prof. Dr. Nivedita G. Ekbote
(Co-ordinator) (Vice Principal, PG) (Principal)
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Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) activity

Progressive Education Society’s, Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous),
Shivajinagar, Pune organized a guest on “LIC Agency: A Good Profession". The program was conducted
on Tuesday, 18th August 2026.

The program organized under the Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) activity. The activity was
conducted under the guidance of Honorable Principal Prof. (Dr.) Nivedita Ekbote Madam. This event was
addressed by Dr. Shubahngi Puranik, Vice-principal, PG. Ashok Holkar and Sanjay Bhaik, LIC
Development Officer are the keynote speakers for the session. Vice-Principal Dr. Shubahngi Puranik was
the Chairman and Dr. Vaishali S. Waman was the Coordinator for this activity.
About 150 Undergraduate (UG) and Postgraduate (PG) students of all faculties were attended the program.
The awareness session focused on Housing Loan, Life long Commission, Spouse and Childern Legal
Heires and Gratuity in LIC

Pune, Maharashtra, India ==

05 h Society, Shivajinagar, Pune,

AT +05:30
L — —
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Events Conducted by Library during August 2026

1. Sahityaratna Annabhau Sathe Jayanti: 01st August 2026
The Library and Information Centre of Progressive Education Society's Modern College of Arts, Science
and Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5 celebrated Sahityaratna Annabhau Sathe Jayanti on 1st
August 2026, in accordance with the Government of Maharashtra GR, under the esteemed guidance of
Principal Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam.
The programme was graced by Vice Principal Dr. Shubhangi Puranik, Librarian Dr. Shantashree Sengupta,
HoD, Department of German, Dr. Vaijayanti Jadhav, NSS Programme Officer Dr. Prabhakar Varade, Dr.
Vaishali Waman, faculty members, non-teaching staff, library staff, and students, who paid heartfelt
tributes to the legendary literary icon.
On this occasion, Dr. Vaijayanti Jadhav spoke about the inspiring life and remarkable contributions of
Sahityaratna Annabhau Sathe (Tukaram Bhaurao Sathe)—a visionary social reformer, eminent folk poet,
and celebrated Marathi writer. She highlighted how his literary masterpieces and traditional folk forms such
as Powada and Lavani became powerful mediums for social awakening, equality, and justice.
Lekhan Prerna Din was also observed by the Department of Marathi, encouraging students to embrace the
values of reading, creative expression, and literary excellence inspired by the legacy of Annabhau Sathe.
The Library and Information Centre expresses its heartfelt gratitude to all teaching, non-teaching and
library staff members, as well as students, for their enthusiastic participation in making the programme
meaningful and memorable.
"His words awakened society, and his legacy continues to inspire generations."
Regards,
Dr. Shantashree Sengupta,

Librarian.
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2. Krantisinh Nana Patil Jayanti: 3rd August 2026
On 03rd August 2026, the Library and Information Centre of Progressive Education Society's Modern

College of Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5 celebrated the Birth

Anniversary of Krantisinh Nana Patil (FT{df&g ATHT 9T81d)  as per the instructions in Government of
Maharashtra's GR under the guidance of Respected Principal Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam.

Principal Madam mentioned that Nana Patil, who was popularly known as #Fifdi¥ig (meaning

'Revolutionary Lion'), was an Indian freedom fighter and Member of Parliament representing Beed Dis-
trict of Marathwada region. He was a source of inspiration for the people. In the British Era, Krantisinh
Nana Patil established a parallel government in the district of Satara.

Respected Principal Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam, Librarian Dr. Shantashree Sengupta and Library Staff
paid their respect to Krantisinh Nana Patil.

I am thankful to all who were present during the programme.
Regards,
Dr. Shantashree Sengupta,

Librarian.
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3. Sadbhavna Diwas: 20th August 2026
On 20.08.2026, the Library and Information Centre of Progressive Education Society's Modern College of

Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5 observed ‘Sadbhavna Diwas’ (TG Ia1

f3@¥), the Birth Anniversary of Ex-Prime Minister of India Bharat Ratna Late Rajiv Gandhiji as per the

Government of Maharashtra GR.

Under the guidance of Principal Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam we took the Sadbhavna Diwas Pledge.

This day is observed as 'Sadbhavana Diwas' or Harmony Day' with an objective to encourage national
integration, peace, affection, and communal harmony among the Indian people of all religions.

I am thankful to all who were present during the program.

From-
Dr. Shantashree Sengupta,
Librarian
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Department of BBA
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Department of BBA-IB

Screening of the German movie " Tinten- Herz" for SY and TY BBA-IB students was done on 12th
August, 2026.

The purpose of this activity was to provide students with an opportunity to gain exposure to the German
language and culture through cinema. The activity helped students understand German culture, lifestyle,
traditions, and language in an interesting manner.

The event was followed by quiz on the movie, which was coordinated by Prof. Vrushali Bapat.
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Department of Botany
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Department of Botany

Department of Botany has successfully conducted a field visit to 'Khadiwale Vaidya, Sanshodhan
Sanstha', Pune. The visit was conducted on 6th August, 2026 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
Visit started with the brief lecture given by Dr. Khadiwale. In his lecture he briefed about information of
certain medicinal plants and their uses. After the lecture students observed the preparation of Ayurvedic
products such as Kadha, Churna, Taila etc. Students were also shown quality testing laboratory, making of
Ayurvedic pills and raw materials storage room.

36 students participated in the visit.

Students gained the knowledge about uses of plants for making herbal products. They got well versed
about medicinal plants, the preparation of herbal products, their uses.

We are thankful to Head of the department Dr. R. B. Barmukh for guiding us for this activity. Two staff
members Mrs. Poonam Nagarkar and Miss Sayali Jadhav accompanied the students for the visit.
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Department of Botany
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Department of Botany

Nutritional Importance of Wild Vegetables (Ranbhajya) from Maharashtra

The Department of Botany, Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science and
Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5, organised an informative exhibition on “Nutritional
Importance of Wild Vegetables (Ranbhajya) from Maharashtra” on Wednesday, 19th August 2026, from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The exhibition which was inaugurated by Vice Principal Prof. Dr. Sachin Sakate, showcased 43 different
types of wild vegetables belonging to leaf, flower, fruit and tuber categories, along with their
identification details, nutritional significance and traditional recipes.

Around 33 students enthusiastically participated in the activity. The vegetables were collected from Pune
and its surrounding regions, highlighting the rich biodiversity and traditional food heritage of Maharashtra.
The activity was coordinated by Dr. Arti Goggi and Mrs. Poonam Nagarkar, with the active support of the
students and non-teaching staff of the Department of Botany.

The department sincerely thanks Head of the Department, Dr. R. B. Barmukh, for granting permission and
encouragement to conduct this meaningful activity.

Celebrating biodiversity, traditional knowledge and the nutritional richness of Maharashtra’s wild
vegetables!
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Department of Botany

Name of the Activity: Exposure Visit to Biodiversity Park, Gurheghar

The Department of Botany organized an exposure visit to Biodiversity Park, Gurheghar, on 25th August
2026, from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.

A total of 66 students participated in the visit. The students observed various plant species and gathered
valuable information about plant diversity.

Four faculty members accompanied the students throughout the field visit and guided them during the
exploration.

We sincerely thank our Head of the Department, Dr. R. B. Barmukh, for his valuable guidance,
encouragement, and support in making the visit a meaningful learning experience.
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Department of Botany
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during August 2026
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Department of Computer Science

Progressive Education Society's

Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous)

Shivajinagar, Pune-5

Department of Computer Science

Training and Placement Cell

Organize a session on ‘Aptitude Test’ preparation for Placements

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Prakash Dixit,
Ex-Head, Dept. of Statistics, MCASC, Pune 5
Deputy Secretary, PES, Pune 5

Day/Date: Thursday, 6" August 2026
Time: 10.00 am to 11:15 am
Venue: G.S. Lata Mangeshkar Sabhagruha(New Assembly Hall),
Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce(Autonomous),
Shivajinagar, Pune-5
Audience: M.Sc. CS and M.Sc. CA, Part | & Part I students and Staff members

Reporting Time: 9:45 am

e 5 o
Dr. Kalyani Salla Prof. M’.ﬁ'yawanshi Prof. S.S” Deshmukh

[Placement Coordinator]  [Placement Advisor] [Vice-Principal & Head,
Department of Comp. Sc.]
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Department of Computer Science

A special session on “Aptitude Test Preparation for Placements” was conducted on 6th August 2026 for the
students of M.Sc. Computer Science and M.Sc. Computer Application (Part I & Part II). The session was
delivered by Prof. Dr. Prakash Dixit, who shared valuable insights on aptitude test strategies,
problem-solving techniques, time management, and effective preparation methods to help students excel in
placement processes.

More than 120 students benefited from this informative and interactive session. The enthusiastic
participation and positive response from students made the event highly successful. The session was
coordinated by Dr. Kalyani Salla, Placement Coordinator, under the able guidance of Prof. S. S.
Deshmukh, Vice Principal & Head, Department of Computer Science.

Empowering students with the skills and confidence needed to achieve placement success and build
rewarding careers.
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Department of Psychology
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Department of Psychology

Nate Tuze Ni Maze: Pre-marital Counseling

The Department of Psychology, Progressive Education Society's, Modern College of Arts, Science &
Commerce, Shivajinagar, Pune-5, in association with the Rotary Club of Pune (Kothrud) conducted a
workshop titled 'Nate Tuze ni Maze' based on an engaging and captivating theme of Pre-marital
Counseling, on 7 August, 2026.

The workshop was successfully organized under the guidance of the honourable Principal, Prof. Dr.
Nivedita Ekbote, the constant support and encouragement of the Former Head and Advisor, Dr. Amruta
Oke, and wunder the able direction of the Head of the Department, Dr. Vijaya Jagtap.
The faculty members and the non-teaching staff actively contributed towards the success of the workshop.

An insightful and engaging session by the resource persons, Mrs. Urmila Haldankar and Mrs. Rashmi
Patwardhan informed UG and PG students as well as the faculty about the need and importance of
pre-marital counseling in recent times. The speakers stepped down to the level of the students and
discussed current trends in modern relationships, prompting them to reflect on their present relationships
and future expectations.

Total 100 UG and PG students participated in this workshop.

The Department of Psychology extended its heartfelt gratitude to the resource persons, staff members, and
students for their active involvement and enthusiastic participation in the successful accomplishment of the
workshop.
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Report on the Inauguration and Launch of the Three-Month Certificate
Course in Performing Folk Arts of Maharashtra

The Department of Performing Arts, Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science and
Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune, organised the Inauguration and Launch of a Three-Month
Certificate Course in Performing Folk Arts of Maharashtra on 8" August 2026 at the Bharat Ratna Lata
Mangeshkar Sabhagriha, Modern College, Shivajinagar, Pune - 5.

The initiative was conceptualised and undertaken by Dr. Pushkar Lele, Head, Department of Performing
Arts, and Dr. Sukhada Khandge, with the vision of creating a structured academic platform for the study,
preservation and promotion of Maharashtra’s rich folk and traditional performing arts. The initiative
received the encouragement and approval of the Principal, Dr. Nivedita Ekbote, whose progressive and
supportive academic leadership has consistently encouraged innovative initiatives that enrich the
institution’s academic and cultural landscape. Her appreciation of the importance of preserving India’s
intangible cultural heritage provided valuable institutional support to the initiative.

The programme was inaugurated jointly by Prof. Dr. Prakash Khandge, a renowned Folk Scholar and
Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee, and Dr. Sachin Sakate, Vice Principal (Academics), Modern College of
Arts, Science and Commerce, Shivajinagar, Pune. Dr. Pushkar Lele, Prof. Shripad Shirwalkar and Dr.
Priyal Sathe, faculty members of the Department of Performing Arts, were also present on the occasion.

The inauguration brought together eminent scholars, folk artists, shahirs, lawani, powada, gondhal artists
and practitioners representing the rich and diverse folk traditions of Maharashtra. The programme featured
the presence and participation of Dr. Sukhada Khandge, Shahir Hemantraje Mawle, Hamid Sayyad,
Reshma Paritekar, Shahir Shrikant Renke and Tejashree Sawant.

A special presentation titled “Sanchari in Lavani — Beyond Performance: Exploring the Indigenous
Classicism of Lavani” was also organised as part of the programme. It featured a traditional Lavani
performance by Reshma Paritekar, recipient of the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Award, followed by
observatory expert comments by Guru Dr. Neelima Deshpande, a renowned Kathak exponent and Guru.
The session was moderated by Dr. Sukhada Khandge.

The presentation offered an academic and artistic exploration of Lavani, highlighting its indigenous
aesthetic, expressive vocabulary and distinctive performance traditions. The combination of live
performance, expert observation and discussion provided participants with an opportunity to understand
Lavani beyond its popular presentation and to appreciate its artistic and cultural dimensions.

The lawani programme was organised under the aegis of the CCRT, Ministry of Culture Junior Research
Fellowship, in collaboration with the Department of Performing Arts (DPA), Modern College of Arts,
Science and Commerce, Shivajinagar, Pune.

In his speech, Dr. Prakash Khandge expressed hope and confidence that this Certificate Course will be the
beginning of a continued academic and performative engagement with DPA, Modern College. The launch
of the certificate course marks a significant initiative by the Department of Performing Arts towards the
academic study, preservation, promotion and transmission of Maharashtra’s rich folk and traditional
performing arts. The initiative reflects the department’s commitment to creating meaningful connections
between traditional artistic knowledge, practising artists and contemporary academic learning, while
strengthening the institution’s role in safeguarding and promoting Maharashtra’s cultural heritage.
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Progressive Education Society’s
Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous)
Shivajinagar, Pune: 5
Placement Cell
Report on Guidance Session on Free Skill Courses
Organized by the Placement Cell
Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerce (Autonomous),
Shivajinagar, Pune-5
In association with Lighthouse Communities Foundation
Date: Tuesday, 11 August 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Venue: P.E. Society Auditorium
The Placement Cell of Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerce
(Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune, in association with Lighthouse Communities Foundation, organized
a Guidance Session on Free Skill Courses on Tuesday, 11 August 2026, at the P.E. Society Auditorium.
The session was conducted with the objective of creating awareness among students about free
skill-development opportunities, industry-relevant courses, career prospects, financial support and
certification.
The programme witnessed an enthusiastic participation of more than 400 undergraduate students along
with a few postgraduate students from various disciplines of the college. The overwhelming response
reflected the students’ keen interest in acquiring additional skills and exploring avenues beyond their
regular academic curriculum.
The session focused on helping students understand the importance of skill development in today’s
competitive employment landscape. The resource persons from Lighthouse Communities Foundation
provided valuable guidance regarding free skill courses, industry demand, career opportunities,
certification, financial support and the selection of suitable courses according to individual career
goals. Students were also informed about the relevance of skill-based learning in enhancing employability
and preparing themselves for emerging career opportunities.
A major highlight of the session was the emphasis on making students aware that skill development is not
restricted to a particular academic stream. The programmes offered through the initiative can provide
opportunities for students to strengthen their competencies, gain practical exposure and make informed
career choices. The interaction also encouraged students to consider skill development as an important
complement to their formal degree education.
The session was particularly beneficial for current as well as year-down students, as it presented them
with an opportunity to utilize their time productively by pursuing industry-oriented courses and
certifications. Students were encouraged to take advantage of the available free learning opportunities and
proactively work towards improving their employability.
The programme was organised under the guidance and support of the college authorities, respected,
Principal, Dr. Nivedita Ekbote, Vice Principal, Prof. S.S. Deshmukh Sir, Dr. Shantashree Sengupta, IQAC
Coordinator; and Dr. Kalyani Salla, Coordinator, Placement Cell contributed to the successful organization
of the initiative.
Dr. V.B.Gaikwad, Vice Principal(Commerce), Dr. Sachin Sakate, Vice Principal(Academics)
And Dr. Shubhangi Puranik Vice Principal(Post Graduate) attended the Programme.
The session concluded on a positive and encouraging note, with students gaining greater awareness about
the importance of continuous learning and skill enhancement. The participation of 400+ UG students and
a few PG students made the event highly successful and impactful. The initiative provided students with a
valuable platform to discover, learn and grow while taking meaningful steps towards their future careers.
Outcome
The Guidance Session successfully:
e C(Created awareness about free skill-development courses and industry-oriented programmes.
e Helped students understand career opportunities and future scope associated with skill-based
learning.
e Provided information about certification and financial support.
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Report on the Workshop on Neuroscience: Let Us Understand the Brain

A workshop on “Neuroscience: Let Us Understand the Brain” was organized by Dr. Kavita
Hadawale, Assistant Professor, Department of Biotechnology, Modern College of Arts,
science and Commerce, Shivajinagar, Pune-05 on 13™ August, 2026 in order to introduce the
students to the fascinating field of neuroscience and the various approaches used to study the
brain, neural circuits and behaviour. The workshop included two insightful sessions by Dr.
Nishikant Subhedar, Former Professor, IISER, Pune, who delivered the talk on “Optogenetics
— Light Up the Mind,” and Dr. Aurnab Ghose, who presented “A Fishy Approach to
Neuroscience.” Followed by the demonstration on Zebrafish by the two doctorate students of
Dr Aurnab Ghose Sir. Total 130 students from UG Biotech and Blended Bioscience and P.G.
Biotech students registered for the workshop. The resource persons were felicitated by the Dr.
Rama Phadke, HOD, Department of Biotechnology. All the Students received notepad, pen
and refreshment.

Session I: Optogenetics — Light Up the Mind

The first session, conducted by Dr. Nishikant Subhedar, focused on optogenetics, a technique
that combines genetic and optical methods to study and manipulate neuronal activity. We
learned how light can be used to control specific neurons and investigate their functions.

An important concept discussed was the role of light-sensitive proteins such as rhodopsins.
The session connected the study of light-sensitive molecules in organisms such as the green
alga Chlamydomonas reinhardtii to the development of modern optogenetic techniques. We
also learned about 11-cis retinal and the conformational changes associated with light
perception.

Dr. Nishikant Subhedar delivering a session on "Optogenetics — Light Up the Mind”

The organization of the visual pathway was also discussed, including rods and cones,
bipolar cells and retinal ganglion cells. The session further introduced different neuronal
types and their functions. Pyramidal cells were discussed in relation to the excitatory
neurotransmitter glutamate, while basket cells were associated with the inhibitory
neurotransmitter GABA. This helped us understand the importance of the balance between
excitation and inhibition in neural circuits. A key feature of optogenetics is its ability to
activate or inhibit selected neuronal populations using light. By introducing genes encoding
light-sensitive proteins into specific neurons, researchers can study the relationship between
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neuronal activity and behaviour with high specificity. The session demonstrated how
discoveries in basic biology can lead to powerful tools for modern neuroscience research.
Session II: A Fishy Approach to Neuroscience

The second session was conducted by Dr. Aurnab Ghose and focused on the use of zebrafish
as a model organism in neuroscience research. Zebrafish are useful because their
development and behaviour can be studied under controlled laboratory conditions, allowing
researchers to investigate the genetic and biological basis of nervous-system function.

Dr. Aurnab Ghose explaining concepts related to zebrafish neuroscience

One of the concepts discussed was the eyeless gene and its homologues, highlighting the role
of genes in the development of sensory organs such as the eye. The session also introduced
behavioural methods such as the optokinetic response (OKR) and optomotor response
(OMR), which can be used to assess visual and sensory functions in zebrafish.

Other topics included alarm pheromones and activity imaging. These approaches demonstrate
how changes in behaviour and neural activity can be studied to understand how organisms
perceive and respond to their environment.

Interaction Between Faculty Members and the Resource Persons

Demonstration Using Zebrafish

One of the most engaging parts of the workshop was the demonstration using zebrafish.
Different drug solutions were used to observe changes in the behaviour and activity of the
fish under different experimental conditions.

The demonstration helped to connect the theoretical concepts from the session with an actual
experimental approach. It showed how behavioural changes can provide measurable
information about the effects of different substances on the nervous system. It also
highlighted the importance of model organisms in studying biological processes at both the
molecular and behavioural levels. After the demonstration students were invited to visit
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IISER, Pune for the visit to various labs. The visit will be planned accordingly in upcoming
days.
Major Learning Outcomes
The workshop helped students to understand several important concepts in modern
neuroscience, including:
e The basic principle and applications of optogenetics.
e The role of rhodopsin and other light-sensitive proteins in light perception.
e The organization of the visual pathway and the roles of different neuronal types.
e The importance of excitatory and inhibitory neurons, including glutamatergic
pyramidal cells and GABAergic basket cells.
e The use of zebrafish as a model organism for neuroscience research.
e Behavioural assays such as OKR and OMR.
e The use of activity imaging and alarm pheromones to study neural activity and
behaviour.
¢ How drug exposure can be investigated through changes in zebrafish behaviour.
Question and Answer Session
The workshop concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session, which provided
students with an opportunity to clarify their doubts and interact directly with the speakers.
Questions related to optogenetics, neuronal activity, zebrafish behaviour, genetic approaches

Interactive Question-and-Answer Session with the Speakers

and their applications in neuroscience were discussed. The speakers' responses helped
students to connect the concepts presented during the sessions with their practical
applications in research. The interaction also encouraged students to think critically about
experimental approaches and the challenges involved in understanding the brain and
behaviour.

The workshop “Neuroscience: Let Us Understand the Brain™ provided an informative
introduction to the different approaches used to study the brain and nervous system. Dr.
Nishikant Subhedar's session demonstrated how genetics and light can be combined through
optogenetics to investigate neuronal activity, while Dr. Aurnab Ghose's session highlighted
the importance of zebrafish as a model organism for studying neuroscience and behaviour.
The zebrafish demonstration made the workshop particularly engaging by allowing students
to observe the practical application of the concepts discussed.
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The Department of Animation, Modern College, organized a Book Reading Session on 19th August 2026
for the students of First Year B.Sc. Animation and First Year B.Voc. Animator. The activity was planned
under the guidance of Prof. Dr. P.S. Varade, (HOD - Department of Animation) to encourage students to
develop the habit of reading and to help them understand the importance of books in their academic, crea-
tive and professional development.

Report on Book Reading Session

Department of Animation,
Modern College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Shivajinagar, Pune 5

Activity: Book Reading Session

Organized by: Department of Animation, Modern College

Participants: First Year B.Sc. Animation and First Year B.Voc. Animator students
Date: Wednesday, 19 August 2026

Time: 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm

Venue: Walt Disney Lab and AURA lab, Department of Animation

PG Coordinator: Prof. Anuja Gaikwad

UG Coordinator: Prof. Hari Pagire

Event Coordinators: Prof. Sameer Nerlekar, Prof. Shraddha Patil

The Department of Animation, Modern College, organized a Book Reading Session for
the students of First Year B.Sc. Animation and First Year B.Voc. Animator. The activity was
planned under the guidance of Prof. Dr. P.S. Varade, (HOD - Department of Animation) to
encourage students to develop the habit of reading and to help them understand the
importance of books in their academic, creative and professional development.
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Animation is a multidisciplinary field that combines art, design, storytelling, technology,
visual communication and critical thinking. While practical skills and software knowledge are
important for animation students, regular reading plays an equally significant role in
developing imagination, observation, vocabulary, storytelling ability and creative thinking.
Keeping these objectives in mind, the Department organized the book reading activity as an
engaging academic enrichment program.

The major objectives of the Book Reading Session were:

To encourage students to develop a regular reading habit.

To introduce students to the importance of books beyond their prescribed curriculum.

To improve students' language, vocabulary and communication skills.

To develop imagination and creative thinking among animation students.

To improve concentration, observation and comprehension abilities.

To encourage students to explore books related to art, animation, cinema, design,

mythology, storytelling and popular culture.

7. To help students understand how reading can contribute to character development
and storytelling.

8. To create an interactive academic environment where students could share their
thoughts about books.

9. To motivate students to explore different genres and authors.

10.To develop the ability to critically appreciate and discuss written content.

DOt BB

The session began with an introduction by the faculty coordinator, who explained the
purpose and importance of reading for students pursuing animation and related creative
disciplines.

Students were encouraged to select books of their interest and spend dedicated time reading
them. The reading activity included individual reading as well as informal interaction among
students regarding the books they had selected.

The faculty members guided students in identifying important aspects of reading, such as:

« Understanding the central idea of a book.

« Observing the author's storytelling technique.

« |[dentifying characters and their development.

« Understanding visual descriptions and settings.

« Noticing the use of language and dialogue.

« Connecting written descriptions with visual imagination.

« Developing opinions and interpretations about the content.

Students were also encouraged to make brief notes about the books they read and share
their observations with their classmates.

An important part of the activity was the interaction that followed the reading session.
Students were invited to discuss the books they had read and express their opinions.
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The discussion encouraged students to talk about:

« Their favorite books and authors.

« Interesting characters and stories.

« The themes explored in the books.

» What they learned from the reading.

« How a written story could be transformed into an animation or film.

« The importance of storytelling in animation.

« How books can provide ideas for characters, environments and narratives.

This interaction helped students understand that reading is not merely an academic
exercise but can also become an important source of creative inspiration.

The activity was particularly relevant to animation students because animation is
fundamentally a storytelling medium. A good animator needs to understand characters,
emotions, situations, conflicts and narratives.

Reading can contribute to animation education in several ways. It helps students
visualize scenes in their minds, understand different perspectives and develop sensitivity
towards characters and human behavior. Reading stories also enables students to imagine
environments, movements and situations that can later be translated into visual form.

The activity therefore provided students with an opportunity to connect literary imagination
with visual storytelling.

After participating in the session, students were expected to:

« Understand the importance of reading in creative education.

« Develop greater interest in books and literature.

« Improve reading comprehension.

« Expand their vocabulary and communication skills.

» Develop imagination and visual thinking.

« Understand different approaches to storytelling.

« Improve their ability to discuss and express ideas.

« Develop critical thinking and interpretation skills.

« Recognize books as a valuable source of creative inspiration.

« Understand the relationship between literature, storytelling, cinema and animation.

The students responded positively to the activity. The session provided them with a
break from routine classroom and practical activities and allowed them to engage with books
in a relaxed academic environment.

Students showed interest in discussing the stories, characters and ideas they encountered
while reading. The interactive nature of the program also encouraged students to
communicate with one another and share their individual perspectives.
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The activity helped create awareness among students that reading can contribute significantly
to their overall personality development as well as their growth as creative professionals.

The faculty members played an important role in coordinating and facilitating the
activity. They motivated students to participate, guided them during the reading session and
encouraged them to express their thoughts.

Faculty members also highlighted the importance of reading as a lifelong learning habit and
explained how students can use books as references while developing animation projects,
stories, characters and visual concepts.

The Book Reading Session organized by the Department of Animation, Modern
College was a meaningful academic and co-curricular activity for the First Year B.Sc.
Animation and First Year B.Voc. Animator students.

The program successfully emphasized the importance of reading in developing creativity,
imagination, communication and storytelling skills. For animation students, the ability to
transform ideas and stories into compelling visual experiences is essential, and reading
provides a strong foundation for this process.

The Department plans to continue encouraging students to read books regularly and to
organize similar activities such as book discussions, author interactions, storytelling sessions,
film-and-book discussions and creative writing activities in the future.

Overall, the activity was successful in promoting a culture of reading and creative
thinking among the students.
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The Department of English successfully organised its Annual Letter Writing Competition on 20th August
2026, marking the fifth year of this creative and engaging initiative.

Around 75 students from all streams enthusiastically participated in the competition on the
thought-provoking theme, “A Letter to Your Future Self.” The theme encouraged students to look beyond
the  present and express their hopes, dreams, aspirations, memories, self-reflections and promises for the
future through the timeless art of letter writing.

Adding a creative touch, participants submitted their letters through a specially designed dummy yet
functional letter box, recreating the charm of traditional letter writing and making the experience

memorable.
The event was successfully coordinated by Dr. Nilam Ingole, Event Coordinator, with the dedicated efforts

of all faculty members of the Department of English.

Vice Principal Prof. Alka Kamble and Head of the Department, Dr. Sandeep Sanap, extended their valuable
support, encouragement and guidance towards the successful conduct of the competition.
A celebration of words, imagination and self-expression!
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#7™ MODERN COLLEGE
&f@éu OF ARTS, SCIENCE & COMMERCE (AUTONOMOUS)
& : 1954 _ SHIVAJINAGAR, PUNE - 5

International Academic Visit =
A DAY OF LEARNING,
SHARING &

BAYERISCHE ELITEAKADEMIE (BEA),
MUNICH, GERMANY

e | P Tuesday, 25t August 2026 ., g
DEPARTMENTS & FACILITIES VISITED _ ’ m

Guided Tours of
Laboratories & Facilities

: : Interaction with
Department |  Department of Departmentof | Department of : Faculty & Students
of German |  Microbiology Biotechnology & : Computer Science
Blended Biosciences | 2 Presentations on
! = Departmental Achievements
& _ @ 5 & Academic Engagements
: ' - 1) Kennenlernspiele
CSAIF Library & Beparament . s  &Lively Peer-to-Peer
Information Centre of Animation . Conversations
CS srdinalea é‘;’ — Presentation by German
i ‘ Department Students on
Dr. Vaijayanti Jadhav : Pune City & Life at
Head, Department of German : Modern College
Aishwarya Karikar & Saee Karwe : y
Assistant Professors, Department of German ) ; Felicitation Ceremony
S el & & Fond Farewells

Thank you for being a part of this enriching journey of
L K&ww&dga, Cultire & Friendship! 2>

Building Global Connections.

Ins spiring Fulires.
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A Memorable Cross-Cultural Academic Exchange at Modern College!

Under the guidance of Hon’ble Principal Prof. Dr. Nivedita Ekbote Madam, Progressive Education
Society’s Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5 had the
pleasure of hosting a delegation of 6 brilliant students from the Bayerische EliteAkademie (BEA), Munich,
Germany, on Tuesday, 25th August 2026.

The visit was a wonderful celebration of cross-cultural exchange, academic interaction and vibrant student
connections.

The visiting students explored various academic departments and facilities of the college, including:

Department of German

Department of Microbiology

Department of Biotechnology & Blended Biosciences
Department of Computer Science

Department of Chemistry & CSAIF

Library & Information Centre

Department of Animation

The visit featured faculty-led discussions, guided departmental and laboratory visits, interactions with
faculty members and students, and presentations highlighting the academic achievements and activities of
the departments.

A special highlight was the interaction with FY, SY and TY German major students, who participated
enthusiastically in Kennenlernspiele (getting-to-know-you activities) and lively peer-to-peer conversations.
The students of the Department of German also delivered an engaging presentation showcasing Pune city,
its culture and heritage, and life at Modern College.

The programme concluded with a warm felicitation ceremony, followed by fond farewells, leaving
everyone with cherished memories and a deeper appreciation of cultural diversity and international
friendship.

The visit was coordinated by Dr. Vaijayanti Jadhav, Head, Department of German, along with Aishwarya
Karikar and Saee Karwe, Assistant Professors, Department of German.

A truly enriching and memorable learning experience, strengthening the spirit of global education,
international collaboration and cultural understanding.
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Congratulations Prof. Dr. Yugandhar Shinde,

Department of Zoology

Heartiest Congratulations to Dr. Yugandhar Shinde!

It gives me immense pleasure to congratulate Prof. Dr. Yugandhar Shinde, Department of Zoology, on
being granted membership of the prestigious IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) as a member of
the Freshwater Crustacea Specialist Group.

This is indeed a proud achievement and a matter of great honour for Modern College. His association with
this globally renowned network of conservation experts reflects his academic excellence, research
contributions and commitment to biodiversity conservation.

Wishing him continued success and many more accomplishments in the years ahead.
Heartiest congratulations, Dr. Shinde! We are proud of you!
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Congratulations Dr. Nisha Bhandare Head,

Department of Marathi
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Congratulations Prof. Renu Bhalerao
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Double Honour for Prof. Renu Bhalerao!

Heartiest congratulations to Prof. Renu Bhalerao of Progressive Education Society’s Modern College of
Arts, Science and Commerce (Autonomous), Shivajinagar, Pune-5, for winning the prestigious Best
Director and Best Actress awards!

She achieved this remarkable feat at the Namdar Karandak — Riturang One-Act Play Competition,
showcasing her exceptional talent, creativity, and dedication to theatre.

Heartiest Congratulations, Prof. Renu Bhalerao!

Your achievement is a matter of great pride for the entire Modern College
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Upcoming Events

September 2026

MON TUE |WED THU FRI SAT | SUN
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 Raje Umaji Naik 8 9 10 11 12 13
Jayanti

14 15 16 17 Keshav Sitaram |18 19 20

Thackeray alias
Prabodhankar
Thackeray Jayanti

21 22 23 24 25Pandit Deendayal 26 27
Upadhyaya Jayanti

28 29 |30
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